The " Arabic " Incident

When I called on him there to take leave of him, I had to
make use of a back entrance to the hotel in order to avoid
numerous impertinent questions. Dumba himself was followed
at every step by reporters, who among other things often chased
him fojf hours on end in motor-cars.
In the meanwhile Rintelen (mentioned in the fifth chapter)
had been taken prisoner in England. Further, the case of Fay
led to a disagreeable discussion in public, and lastly action was
taken against the Hamburg-Amerika Line for supplying our
squadron of cruisers with coal and provisions. Thus it was
easy for the Entente agents to establish connection between
these offenders and the Military and Naval Attaches of the German
Embassy. How far these gentlemen were really implicated
I did not know at the time, nor do I now. In this they must
plead their own case. As far as I am concerned both gentlemen
always denied that they in any way transgressed against the
American law. It cannot, however, be denied that they were,
in fact, compromised by their relations with these guilty parties;
I do not think that anything beyond this can be authenticated.
Captain Von Papen's reputation, therefore, suffered from the
time of the Dumba-Archibald incident ; both he and Captain
Boy-Ed were constantly attacked in the anti-German Press,
and accused of being behind every fire and every strike in any
munition factory in the United States. The New York Herald
and the Providence Journal took the leading parts in this business.
At the same time a campaign was begun against the German-
Americans, who were accused of being practically without excep-
tion disloyal citizens of the United States. All the various inci-
dents, accusations, so-called conspiracies, etc., were grist to the
Entente's mill, and were exploited to the full. Congress was
about to assemble, and it was therefore to be expected that the
Government would take steps to strengthen its position.
Mr, Lansing asked me on ist December to call on him and
informed me that the American Government had requested that
Von Papen and Boy-Ed should be recalled, as they were no longer
persona grata !
TQ my inquiry as to the reasons for this action, Lansing
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